STURBRIDGE CONSERVATION COMMISSION
March 17, 2011
Members present:  Dave Barnicle, Chairmen, Donna Grehl, Wendy Lilly-Hansen, Ed Goodwin, and Joe Kowalski (Alternate Member).
Members absent:  Jeff Bonja and Calvin Montigny (Alternate Member).
Also Present:  Erin Jacque, Conservation Agent, Denise Lachapelle, Richard Paradise, Andy St. Laurent, Randy Vilandre, Randy Redetzke and Tom Chamberland.
7:00 PM-Open Meeting - Quorum check

As time allows

COMMITTEE UPDATES
CPA, PLAC, Trail Committee, Trails Master Plan Steering Committee and Lakes Advisory Committee Updates

TMPSC:

· DB stated that the TMPSC will meet either this coming Tuesday or the following Tuesday to discuss the awarding of bids for the Trails Master Plan.
LAC:

· DG stated there has been no LAC meeting.
CPA:  
· EG stated that CPA met last week and discussed Plaques for a Congressional Metal of Honor winner.
Approval of Minutes:
January 6, 2011 Minutes:

· WLH stated she had grammatical corrections in regards to the January 6, 2011 Minutes.
MOTION:  By WLH, seconded by DG to approve the January 6, 2011 Minutes.

                    Vote:  4/0

MOTION:  By EG, seconded by WLH to approve the January 20, 2011 Minutes.

                    Vote:  4/0.

MOTION:  By WLH, seconded by EG to approve the February 3rd, 2011 Minutes.

                    Vote:  3/0.

                               1 abstention by DG.

MOTION:  By DG, seconded by WLH to approve the February 17, 2011 Minutes.

                    Vote:  4/0.

MOTION:  By WLH, seconded by DG to approve the March 3rd, 2011 Minutes.

                    Vote:  3/0.

                               1 abstention by DG.
Walk-ins:  
7:30 p.m. Public Hearing - (Publick Hearing opened on July 15, 2010) Forest Cutting Plan Application on Leadmine Mountain Conservation Land originally prepared by John Clark on behalf of the Sturbridge Conservation Commission.  Plan currently under revision.
· JK stated supplies have been ordered, the boundary work has been completed, and the marking of the trees will begin soon.

· DB stated that trees to be cut will be marked.

Public Hearing continued to April 21, 2011 @ 7:30 p.m.
7:45 p.m. Public Hearing- (Public Hearing to open March 17, 2011) Request for Determination of Applicability submitted Andre St. Laurent to confirm the resource area boundaries at 152 Main Street and to determine whether proposed work to install a lawn and resurface parking area is subject to the Wetlands Protection Act and local wetlands bylaw.
· EJ stated that AS does not have the newspaper tear sheet as required.  EJ stated this is a proposal to confirm the resource area boundaries and bring the site back into compliance.  EJ stated AS is proposing to resurface (pave) the parking area behind the property where there are portions of stone and dirt.  EJ asked about curbing.
· AS stated there will be curbing on the end but was inaudible.

· EG asked how large the proposed lawn is.

· EJ stated the proposed lawn is approximately 200’ x 40’.  EJ recommended that the entire area be encircled with erosion controls until fully stabilized and suggested that AS stake the property.
· DB asked if the lawn area is proposed to be flat.
· AS said yes.

· EG is concerned that the area pitches 3”.

· AS stated the pitch is not going to change but was inaudible.

· EG asked about stump removal.

· AS stated the stumps will be put off to the side in a “hole”.

· EJ asked AS to stake where the proposed lawn area is proposed and the Commission will do a site visit this Sunday @ 9:00 a.m.

Public Hearing continued to April 7, 2011 @ 8:00 p.m.

· DB asked AS to indicate the pitch of the area.
· AS agreed.
Request for Certificate of Compliance
60 South Shore Drive:
· EJ stated that the site was stable last fall before the erosion controls were removed.  EJ stated she took pictures on her site visit today and has no issues.
MOTION:  By WLH, seconded by DB to approve the Certificate of Compliance for 60 South Shore Drive.

                     Vote:  3/0.

                                1 abstention by DG.
Request for Minor Modifications to Orders of Conditions
34 Goodrich Road-Addition of retaining wall for stabilization and staircase:

· EJ stated this is a minor modification in which the applicant is proposing to put a fascia across the front of a new Tight Tank which originally was going in the ground to match the retaining wall.  EJ stated they are also looking to replace the wooden stair case which will look the same.
MOTION:  By EG, seconded by DB to approve the minor modification as indicated.

                    Vote:  4/0.
Letter Permits
Publick House Parking Lot Repaving:
· EJ stated she looked at all the catch basins at the Publick House and identified the swale.  EJ read the proposed conditions for the Letter Permit:  The footprint of the parking area and before and after photos must be provided.  During the paving process protection must be provided for all storm water structures on the property.  The Commission has observed large quantities of sediment in the parking lot.  The Commission encourages that the parking area be swept at a minimum 4 times a year to maintain functionality.  The Commission would like the Publick House to designate a snow storage area on the property, preferably an upland location or an area where snow melt can be intercepted and treated in storm water structures.  A paved swale leading to the dropped inlet was identified on the property; this area must be repaired and the structure should be cleaned.
· DB stated that he and EG would like the armoring to be inclusive of the pit (not just the swale) at the very base. 
· EJ stated she suspects the pit is the outlet for all storm water structures; she e-mailed the Publick House but has not heard back.  EJ stated it appears that the hole has overflowed and if we ask the Publick House to armor the pit, it will fill in. 
· DB suggested raising the level of the armoring that faces Hobbs Brook leaving the entry and exit point at the same level.  DB suggested that the Commission agree to the Letter Permit with the suggestions of the Agent and subsequent to that, work with them regarding the detention basin area near the edge of the wetland.
                Vote:  4/0.
132 Leadmine Lane:

· JK stated the proposed trees; a Hemlock and an Ash tree are both dead and his opinion is that it’s ok to remove. 
61 Clarke Road:

· EJ stated this is a former enforcement issue which has been restored and looks good. EJ stated there’s erosion on the lawn area and the fence is proposed up to the edge of the flagging.
· WLH suggested restricting lawn waste.
· DB stated he has no issue with the fence coming up to the flagging line.
MOTION:  By DB, seconded by EG to approve the fence at 61 Clarke Road as proposed with a condition of 6” off of the boundary with no disposing of yard waste. 

                    Vote:  4/0.              
Site Monitoring

2 Cedar Lake Drive:
· EJ stated that she received a complaint last week regarding trees being cut at 2 Cedar Lake Drive.  EJ showed pictures from her site visit to the Commission and stated that wood is falling into the stream and the site is unstable.  EJ suggested that a letter be sent to the owner of 2 Cedar Lake Drive that action be taken to stabilize the property.
MOTION:  By EG, 2nd by WLH to send a letter to the applicant indicating the problem areas on the property at 2 Cedar Lake Drive.
                    Vote:  4/0.

· EJ stated she will send a certified letter in addition to regular mail delivery and suggested giving the applicant 2 weeks from receipt of the letter to stabilize the site.
66 Mount Dan Road:

· EJ stated there’s an intermittent stream flowing thru the property at 66 Mount Dan Road and the video she took of the property shows the stream is flowing against the foundation.
· DB stated water comes as seepage off the hill directly across the road to this resident’s property.
· EJ stated that she called Dan Correia, owner of 66 Mount Dan Road and told him that by the end of the business day tomorrow the erosion controls need to be replaced and the old ones removed.
22 Mount Dan Road:

· EJ stated that the erosion controls at 22 Mount Dan Road looked good on her site visit.
Burgess School Road: 

· EJ stated there are a couple of areas at Burgess School that need attention; there is construction debris blowing around and minor issues with erosion controls.  EJ stated that she has a meeting tomorrow with the Project Manager.
336 The Trail-DEP # 300-830:

· EJ stated there’s a driveway being constructed between Trails Road and Mt. Dan Road which the applicant has an RDA for this.  EJ stated that she called Mark Farrell and left a message advising him that the erosion controls were not adequate and suggested installing a stone construction at the entrance.  EJ stated she will check back with him tomorrow.
36-38 Goodrich Road:

· EJ stated that the erosion controls need refreshing at 36-38 Goodrich Road.
72 Westwood Drive:

· EJ stated the she was not contacted for an erosion and sediment control inspection per the permit and the erosion controls need refreshing.
83 Leadmine Lane:

· EJ stated this was previously a Letter Permit which was approved by the Commission for the installation of a driveway.  EJ stated there were constant drainage issues so the owner of 83 Leadmine constructed another driveway outside of Conservation jurisdiction.  EJ stated there are still water issues coming off this property from the second driveway going into the stream which EJ took a video of on her site visit today that shows a stream of water going to the other side of the road.  EJ suggested that she get in touch with the owner of this property asking what his plans are to correct the situation.
Collette Road:

· EJ stated she received a complaint regarding a drainage concern.  EJ stated she did a site visit and the concern is a wetland that has reached storage capacity.  EJ stated the issue has been documented by her.
Open Space Update 
Approval of Trail Signage-Hein’s Farm (Trail Committee):

· Tom Chamberland explained the proposed signage from Trails to the Commission.
· DB asked TC if the Adopt a Trail signs have been dropped.
· TC stated when he and EJ spoke last week was the first he had seen the proposal.
· EJ stated that the High School is working on a sample now.
· RR was inaudible.
MOTION:  By DB, seconded by WLH to approve the signage as proposed.

· EJ stated she would like input on signage on ADA and asked if she and LW should move forward with signage.
                    Vote:  4/0.
MOTION:  By EG, seconded by WLH to adjourn @ 9:05 p.m.
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